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ASSESSMENT DEPARTMENT:

2008 Tentative Roll Filedi Our tentative roll was filed January"&nd is at 97% of full value.

The 97% is slightly higher than the 95% | had predicted in the last update due to some last

minute changes from New York Stat€he tentative city taxable value is $984,290,08Bichis

an increase from last year $98,359,620T he <change s [lincludést$239499P@ar 6 s r
worth offormerly exempt 801 housing being added, a $11,436,855 decrease due to the change in

the alternative veterans exemption and a $1,645,000 dedwase the revaluation of

neighborhood 101.

Board of Assessment Review The Board of Assessment Review met for grievance day
February 12 and again for adjourned hearings on 2068 -21%. A total of 65 complaints were
filed, the majority of those sa&s have been heard with 15 left to be heard on March 18.

County Tax Bills i 2008 County tax bills were printed and mailed out to property owners on the
15th of January.

CITY CLERKOS OFFI CE:

Research-The City Clerkoés OffieeShampiuce @€l artsiealr &
Mattraw which recently appeared in the Watertown Daily Times and also research for one of his
upcoming articles.

National History Day Requesti The Cl er k 6 s @fuest foom the Whitehallv e d a
Michigan National History Day TeanmNational History Day is a program that encourages
students to conduct research using primary resources, analyze and interpret the information in
relation to an annual theme and present their findingsé of a variety dbrmats. The theme

was Conlict and Compromise in HistoryOne of the students was researching the Detroit
Woolworth strike of 1937 and needed to know the color of the uniforms worn by the lunch
counter employees as she was planning on making a simifarm for use in her presentation.
Several requestwaere distributedind due to Mayor Graham asking the question on the Hotline
Show, we were able to find out that the uniforms were turquoise and trimmed in Mingte.

Wayne Zimmer supplied the infornian.



Marriages - At the present time, the office has issued 133 marriage licenses and has performed
88 marriage ceremonies for the month of January and Febrlibeynumbers pladde office
two weeks ahead oflasty&as f i gur es at this ti me

CIVIL SER VICE:

Classification & Compensation Study- Representatives from Fox & Lawson Associates, the
firm conducting the job classification/compensation study were in Watertown on February
12th. They, along with the City Manager anlble Secretary of the CivBervice

Commissionmet with department headsipervisorand employee® explain the process and
expectations of the study and questionnakerms were distributed to 195 employees of the
City and Flower Memorial LibrarySix sessionsvith City employees were held scomplish
thistask. Employees hativo weekgo complete their questionnaires and give it to their
immediate supervisorSupervisors then review each questionnaire and pass them on

to department head€Employees are keépnformedthroughout the entire procesdor example,
once the supervisor and department head review the questionnaire, a meeting is held with the
employee to shareny comments, additional duties or disagreements with any portion of the
guestionnairehte supervisor/department head may haMeis process is not used as an
opportunity to address any performance issues.

Once the department head has met with the employee, the questionnaire is forwarded to the City
Manager. All questionnaires are to beahe desk of the City Manager by March 7The City

Manager then has twweeks to review all questionnaires afatward them to the office of the

Civil Service Commission for reviewUpon completin, they ardinally sent toFox & Lawson

where theywill review all questionnaires, interview various employes®l compile their results

to be reported to the City Manager and the Civil Service Commission.

The Civil Service Commission expresses their apprecigid@@ouncil members for fundirtipe
commencenent of this study.

CODE ENFORCEMENT:

Building Permits i New building and remodeling permits have slowed down for the winter
months, but inspections on proje in progress & continued. This departmenissued 10

Building Permits for new construction and 19 Repair Perniislding planshave been

receivedfor a spec building ahe City Center Industrial Park, plans to alter the Coleman Avenue
car wash to include a commercialundromatand plans to convert soresemmercial space in

the Stateway Plaza into a pizza buffet restaurant. Several completed projects have been issued
Certificates of Occupangguch as the New Attitude Salon and the Chocolate Cottage (both on
Coffeen Street)),alh nny D& s i n adedne a sihgedfamdych&me A BEenmett Street.

Complaintsi We have received and investigated 150 cases, with 22 cases beiregrfe
DPW for compliance and twoases being referred to City Attorneys.



Education The Codes teamompleted educain for the Word 2007 upgradedur Code
Enforcement Aide continued through Level Il education for both Word and Excel 2007. She
also attended a workshop on February @dich discussed improving communicatiskills for
women.

522 Mohawk Streeti This depaninent completed the demolition of the collapsed garage at this
address as the owner failed to comply with our orders. The owner will be billed for any and all
charges.

718 Superior Streeti While the departmentontinuesto work with the property owner on
extensive property maintenance isswsgpearance Tickets fahe ownerto appear at City Court.

Appearance Tickets for City Courti Appearance Ticketisave been issudd the owner of

263 Franklin Street for failure to obtain either a building permit or variance for the shed placed
on the property An Appearance Tickevas also issuetb the owner of 330 Coffeen Street for

his failure to address the many property maiatee violations.This officecontinuesto use this
process, when appropriate, as a tool to force compliance.

Buildings and Groundsi Snow and ice removal continued fasth the Municipal Building and
Flower Memorial Library. Buildings and Grounds $i@dsisted with theetup for Super
Tuesday Primaray in the lobby of Clty Hallas well as for the special state Senate election on
February 28. — '

COMPTROLLERO®S OFFI CE:
Debt Issue

On February 18the City issued $7,345,000 in serial bonds and $4,065r0bond anticipation
notes. This issue will be used in part to refund the bond anticipation note that matures on
February 2%. The net interest cost over the life of the serial bond is 3.88%annual rates

ranging from 3.25% in the early years to 4.00% in the later years. The net interest cost of the
serial bond is the lowest of any current outstanding debt issues of the City. The interest rate on
the bond anticipation note is 2.00% witlpremium received of $28,508hich calculates to a

net interest cost of 1.32%.



The funds were borrowed to finance projects such as the Ten Eyck Street reconstruction
($3,200,000), downtown streetscape enhancement project ($2,375,000), State Street
recanstruction ($1,245,000), Iroquois Avenue West / Knowlton Avenue / Cosgrove Street water,
storm and sanitary sewer upgrades ($591,000), fire pumper truck ($365,000), fire rescue truck
($216,000), Thompson Park water pump house ($360,000), Ontario Drieemaih

replacement ($395,000), Greensview / Ives Hill sanitary sewer ($315,000eshienal Street
water main replacement ($252,000).

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT:

Hole Brothersi Project was put back out to bid with the Black River Parks Project. Bids ar
due back on March™ Currently13 bidders have sets of the plamsl prebid meeting has been
held

J.B. Wise Parking Lot i Lu Engineers has submitted three alternative design plans for the
project. These will be vgewedby city staff, committeesral the Council and then comments
will be sent backo Lu Engineers for incorporating into the plan

Website Designi CivicPlus has completed their portion of the project. City staff is continuing
to populate the site by updating and moving informatiom the old site. An anticipated go live
date isscheduled for March.

Wayfinding Signsi Infinite Media has completithe kiosk map which wsadded to the signs
for the Request for Proposal (RFEF)he RFP for sign construction and placement is being
completed. Some signs in the Public Square area may have to wait for construction to be
finalized before they can be placed.

Mural Arts Program 1 Working withthe Mural Committee to finalize the design for the side of
the Urban Mission. Will continue to work on the contract and schedule the artidtifoy 2008
project.

Bicentennial & Marble Street Park i EDR has submitted three design plaashfor review

and omment. City staff met with EDR and provided feedback. Feedback will be solicited from
the River Committee, Advantage Watst and the City CouncilA public meeting for design
comments will be held in March.

Erosion Management Plani GYMO held theirinitial scoping session and then presented
additional information to qualify the scope of the project. Some of this work will have to wait
until water levels are lower.

Library Brochure T Infinite Media is working with Barbara Wheeler and Christine Haiifinto
complete a selfuided tour and brochure for the Library. A professional photograpdeat
the Library on February 38t take the pictures for the brochure.



Main Street Grant i Working with Neighbors of Watertown and the Watertown Local
Development Corp. to finalize plans for the facade and building renovation program. Work will
begin on this program in 2008.

Downtown Comprehensive Plari Christine Hoffman an&en Mix are workingto complete a
Downtown Comprehensive Plan. Contacted the Natidtain Street Center and SUNY ESF
about submitting proposals. Ken Mix is finalizing the punch list of items to be covered by the
proposal and then will send them out.

Restore NYT Christine is vorking with Empire State Development to finalize both state
contracts for the Restore NY grant. Work will begin on both projects this summer.

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT:

State Street Reconstruction Project Bids were opened on May 25, 2005 and construction
began on this project on July 5, 2005. The project% 88mplete. Street reconstruction work
with paving to binder grade is completed from Eastern Blvd. to Public Square. The work
remaining to be completed in the spring of 2008 are: some plantings, traffic signal work, top
course paving, final striping, drpunch list items.

Streetscape/Public Square Reconstruction ProjectBids were opened on March 8, 2006 and
Villager Construction was awarded the contiaad construction started in May 2006.he

project is 49% complete. Street reconstruction wodelayed until utility relocations can be
completed by Verizon and National Grid. All the involved utility companies have signed utility
agreementso facilitate the relocationsRelocation of the required systems is proceeding
according to the dates ket in the agreements. Final clearance of the utilities is scheduled for
April 2008. The contractor will undertake reconstruction work as areas become ayailable
however, the bulk of the reconstruction work will take place after April 2008. The contisacto
currently gathering item cost changes based on the delay in the project comistawrihe

course of the last few montHstaff submitted reimbursement requests to various State agencies
totaling $1,050,698 for this project.

Sidewalk Program- Work on the 0708 assessmedistrict started in Septemb26007. Work to
complete this districis projected to last until Augu2008. The proposed assessment
district will be presented to the Council for consideratioApnil 2008, with work begnning in
August 2008

Ten Eyck Street Phase | & II- Detailed design is complete. A public information meeting was
held in NovembeR007 for property owners in the project area. Utility companies have begun
the process of relocating structures to featié the project. Project plans have been approved by
the DOH and NYSDEC. Bids are to be received in early Ma608. The projected stadfateis
April 2008.

Project Survey- Conducting project survey for the NSTS capital project.



Butterfield -Barben &Chestnut St. - Final plan review and submittal to the NYSDEC for
approval. A publianeetingwas held orMarch 4, 208 to discuss the plans with abutting
property owners

Riggs Ave- Survey complete, #mouse design underway.

N. Michigan - Projectsurvey is complete. Design will be incorporated with the Bronson Street
reconstruction project for F¥9-10.

Washington Street Sidewalk- The design is 85% complete.

Algonquin Ave. Sewer Main- Survey and design work will begin in the spring when the
corridor is cleared by DPW.

Washington Street Signal Light- The design is 75% complete. Remaining work to be
completedncludes executing theasement for the pole basesl a @tailed design of the signal
by a consultant

Greensview/lves Sanitary Sewer Updating plans and bid book for a bid. Currently preparing
for a meeting with the property owners.

CSO Long Term Control Plan - The City held a meting with the NYSDEC on May 12006

to restart the CSO LTCP process. DEC approved the Characteriddtiaitoring and

Modeling plan in September 2006. Stearns & Wheler was selected as the consultant for the CSO
computer modeling from submittals from the RFP. This project will provide modeling for five

of the twentyfive drainage areas within the Citfthe Council approved the design\sees

agreement at the December 18, 26@&ting. The first progress meeting with the consultant

was held in April 07. Phase | training for the modeling software was completedaamber

19" and 28' 2007. Phase liraining was conducted on October, 2007. The final trainig

session will be held on February 28080 The completed model of the five basins and final

report is to be complete in Mar@@08.

Irogouis Cosgrove Sewer Upgrade Passero Assobegan theeconstruction work started in
July 2007 and substantially completed in @e&r2007. Tl remaining tasks to complete &ne
delivery of the asuilt drawings from the consultant, and ensuring the turf establishment has
held through the winter.

DEC Sewer Extension Requirements 6 NYCRR Subpart 75@ requires DEC approval of

sewer extensions with flows greater than 2500 gal/day or more than one connected lateral. Part
of this approval is assurance from the City that adequate sewer capacity existsyistem.
Developments with assurance letteabmitted to the DEC since March@ City Center

Plaza, Towne Center, Pine Woods, Hampton Inn, Maple Park, Starwood, Leray Commons,
Pleasant Acres, Columbia Development Ph I, Dorr Farm, Town of LerayM3D¥#1, Eagle

Ridge, Summit Wood | & II, Watertown Apts., and Duffy Meadows. Developments with

capacity under review: Liberty, Black River Development, Mall Expansion, Samaritan Medical



Center, MorrisNorth Star Hatchery, Columbia Development Ph Il, Jl@rage Building, and
the Unaccompanied Officers Quarters on Fort Drum.

Sanitary Sewer Flow Management Program The City has begun the process to implement

the requirement under 6 NYCRR Subpart -Z5® enact and enforce legal instruments to control
discharges to the Pollution Control Plant. The City has held discussions with DANC to develop
allocations for Fort Drum, aDANC outside users, and the RoGBt&ewer Board. DANC will
provide the required flow data that will be used to develop each allocdD8NC has also

provided copies of their approval process and inspection procedures for approval from the City.
The allocation and the documents will be referenced in the Sewage Treatment Agreement with
DANC.

A similar process is also being developeith the remaining sewer districts to determine an
allocation and to setp an approval process and inspection procedures. ,Thesem will be
referenced to the Sewer Agreement.

NYSDOT Arsenal Street Reconstruction- We are coordinating on an-aseckd basis with
NYSDOT representatives to assist with the project.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Fire Responses On Januaryl", fire fighters responded to a reported structure fire at

1708 Ohio Street The initial crew quickly extinguished a kitchen fire that waissel

by cooking. An occupant of the home was treated for second degree burns to the hands
and arms and was transported to Samaritan Medical Center.

OnJarnuary 24" the department responded toeported structure fire &9 Morrison

Street Firefighters found a well involved single family house that was under
renovation. A second alarm was struck for additional staffing and a RIT Team from Ft.
Drum.

Mutual Aid Reponses- The Department responded on Januafy/f8@ a multivehicle

motor vehicleaccident on Route 81 due to whdat conditions.City fire crews

respondedo 26971 Eldon Drive in Evans Millsn the afternoon of February, Avhere

crews provided RIT Team assistance to fire crews battling a stubborn resident structure
fire.

Other Responses Fire crews responded on Januafit® aserious motor vehicle
accidentinvolving a South Jefferson Ambulance which ran a red light and collided with
a passenger vehicle at the intersection of Washington Street and Thompson Blvd.

City fire fighters responded #4 hazardous condition (power lines down, trees on
power lines, trees on houses and cars) call3anuary ®due to severe wind storms
that struck the City and area.






